[Micromorphologic studies of the odontoblasts of sheep in different development and maturation stages].
The fine tissue structure of ovine odontoblasts was studied in various developmental and maturational stages. Odontoblasts differentiate from the peripherally-located mesenchymal cells of the dental papilla. On the basis of cytological parameters, it was possible to divide the odontoblasts into the following groups: pre-odontoblasts, juvenile (light) odontoblasts and mature (dark) odontoblasts. The three maturational stages of odontoblasts exhibit substantial differences with respect to their form and to the number and arrangement of their cytoplasmatic organelles. Structural differences in the three cell types appear to be closely correlated to the level of cellular activity.